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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AMD  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

WHITTLESEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL,, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  Annual  Report  of 
the  health  of  this  district,  together  with  the  report 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

Do  C.  Logan, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  .  ».  23,362 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  2,472 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £26,929 
Product  of  a  1  d.  rate  ...  ...  ...  £111 
Population  (Registrar  General* s  figure).  8,376 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  : 

Live  Birth  Sate  - 

Whittlesey  Urban  District  ■ 
population,  19°36  (This  i 
year  which  was  21 °31)  . 
England  and  'Wales  -  per  1  , 


Male. 

Female. 

Total » 

79 

82 

161 

3 

2 

5 

82 

84 

1 66 

per  1,000  estimated 
a  decrease  on  the  previous 

>0  estimated  population  l6°7« 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  1 

DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGS 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  : 


Male, 

Female. 

Total 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

Male. 

2 

Female. 

? 

Total 

4 

1 

~ 2 

3 

~5 

— 

== 

; — ir- 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  - 

Whittlesey  Urban  District  -  per  1,000  Live  Births,  30*11. 
England  and  Wales  -  per  1,000  Live  Births,  32  °0. 


DEATHS  (ALL  CaUSES) 

Male. 


Female , 


Total , 


46  49  95 

Death  Rate  - 

Whittlesey  Urban  District  -  per  1 ,000  estimated 
population ,  11  *08. 

England  and  Wales  -  per  1*000  estimated  population  11°7« 


Causes  of  Death  in  the  Whittlesey  Urban  District ,  as  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General  for  1949a 


Male.  Female. 


Tuberculosis  -  Respiratory  System  - 

"  Other  Forms  1 

Syphilitic  Disease  1 

Canoer  of  buc :  cav:  &  oesoph  1 

Cancer  of  stomach  &  duodenum  - 

Cancer  of  Breast  - 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  8 

Diabetes  - 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  6 

Heart  Diseases  23 

Other  diseases  of  eirc. system  1 

Pneumonia  1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  - 

Nephritis  - 

Brem.  Birth  - 

Con:  mal .“birth  injury:  infant  disease  1 
Road  traffic  accident  1 

All  other  causes  2 


1 


6 

1 

5 

1 

4 

19 

3 

2 

2 
1 
1 

3 


TOTAL 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified  in  1 949  :~ 


Pneumonia  1 6 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  2 

Scarlet  Fever  23 

Measles  1 43 

Erysipelas  o 

Whooping  Cough  14 

Diphtheria  2 ' 

Poliomyelitis  3 

Infective  Jaundice  1 

Tuberculosis  7 


TOTAL  21 7 


TUBERCULOSIS 


During  the  year  7  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were 
reported.  6  cases  were  non-pulmonary  and  one  case 
pulmonary. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  Infectious 
Diseases  as  notified  during  1949 
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Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases*  1949 « 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNI S  ATI  ON  FIGURES  1949. 


Number  of  children  who 
completed  a  full  course 
of  primary  immunisation 
in  the  authority's  area. 


Number  of  children 
who  were  given  a 
secondary  or 
reinforcing  injection. 


Under  3  y^s.  >-14  yrs.  Total , 


Total , 


116 


38  154 


2 


Whittlesey  Infant  Welfare  Clini c 


Number  of  children  on  the  Register 


125. 


New  Cases. 


Age 

0  -  1  yr, 


Age 

1  -  5  yrs 


Mothers, 


57 


42 


83 


92 


Coates  Infant  Welfare  Clinic 


Number  of  children  on  the  Register 


5 11  <» 


Age 

0  -  1  yr 


Age 

1  -  5  y^s 


Mothers 


16 


35 


47 


WATER  SUPPLY 


A  piped  water  supply  is  provided  in  Whittlesey, 
Coates  and  Eastrea.  Complaints  were  received  during 
the  year  of  poor  pressure  but  when  the  new  scheme,  for 
keeping  the  water  tower  full  by  means  of  a  supply 
reservoir,  is  completed  it  is  hoped  that  no  further 
complaints  of  this  nature  will  be  received. 

The  quality  of  the  water  has  been  satisfactory. 
The  reports  of  samples  taken  at  Whittlesey  and  Coates 
were  as  follows 


WHITTLESEY 


Physical ,  Characters 
Reaction 


0  0  9  0 

0000000090000000 


Good 

pH  7*3 


The,  sample  contained 


Chlorine  , 


0000000000900000090000000 


ooooooooo 


0000090000000 


Ammonia  (Free  and  Saline) 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid)  . 

Oxygen  absorbed  an  3  hrs  at  37°C 
Mitrates  (expressed  as  Nitrogen)  , 


Nitrites  . . . 


090000000  090000000 


parts  per  100,000 

2  ”75 

C-0010 
0-0004 
0-0231 
0-01 
absent 


Poisonous  Metals 


oooooooooooooooooo 


absent 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  mis. 

Number  of  microorganisms  per  ml  developing  on  Agar  at  37°C  ~  nil 
Number  of  microorganisms  per  ml  developing  on  Agar  at  21°  C  =  nil 

MICROSCOPICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  DEPOSIT 


None. 


TOTAL  HARDNESS  -  1  /*58  degrees  (grains  per  gallon) 


INFERENCE. 


The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample 
do  not  show  any  evidences  of  pollution  with  harmful 
organic  or  inorganic  matter. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  this  v/ater  is  fit  for  drinking 
purposes. 


(signed)  S.  Greenburgh. 


PUBLIC  ANALYST 


COATES 


Physical 

Reaction 


Characters  . . . ,  . 


Good 
pH  7*3 


The  sample  contained 


Chlorine  . . 


OOOOOOOOOOOOO* 


Ammonia  (Free  and  Saline) 
Ammonia  (Albuminoid)  . . . . 


parts  per  1009000. 

2‘75 

absent 

absent 


Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  Hrs  at  37 
Nitrates  (expressed  as  Nitrogen) 


U  •  •  * 


•  0  0 


Nitrites  . 


00099900000  >09090000000000 


Poisonous  Motels  . 


000000090000000000 


0  •  0223 
0°01 

absent 

absent 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  mis. 

Number  of  microorganisms  per  ml  developing  on  Agar  at  37°C  = 
Number  of  microorganisms  per  ml  developing  on  Agar  at  21°  C  = 

TOTAL  HARDNESS  -  1 7 0  5®  degrees  (grains  per  gallon) 


INFERENCE, 


The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample  do 
not  show  evidences  of  pollution  with  harmful  organic  or 
inorganic  matter. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  fit  for  drinking 
purposes. 


( s igned)  S .  Gr  e  enbur gh 
PUBLIC  ANALYST . 


A  bacteriological  examination  report  of  water  sampled 
in  Whittlesey  during  the  year  read  as  follows 

Nature  of  Sample  -  Water  taken  from  tap  at  Delph  Street, 

Whittlesey  -  Chlorinated. 

Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2  days, 

370Co  0  per  100  ml. 


No  streptococci  found  in  10  ccs. 
This  sample  is  satisfactory. 


1 — 1 1 — 1 


PONDERS  BRIDGE 


A  sample  of  rain  water  which  is  used  for  drinking  was 
taken  from  one  ox'  the  rain  water  uanks  at  the  Council 
Houses,  The  analysts  report  read  as  follows  2- 


o  0  9  0 


999000000000009 


000000000000000900000009 


Physical  Characters 
Reaction 

The  sample  contained  s- 
Chlorine  , * . , 

Ammonia  (Free  and  Saline)  . 
Ammonia  (Albuminoid) 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hrs  at  37°C 
Nitrates  (expressed  as  Nitrogen) 


Slight  Deposit,  otherwise 

good. 

pH  7°3 


0000900000 


9000000000000099 


0000 


0000 


Nitrites  . 


ooooooooooooooooooooooaoooo 


parts  per  100,000 

1*05 

absent 

0°  0038 

0*0435 

0.30 

absent 


Poisonous  Metals  . 


0000000000000000000 


absent 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 
Coliform  organisms  absent  in  100  mis. 

Number  of  microorganisms  per  ml  developing  on  Agar  at  37° C  =  nil 
Number  of  microorganisms  per  ml  developing  on  Agar  at  21  °C  =  7 

MICROSCOPICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  DEPOSIT 
Mineral  matter  and  organic  debris. 

TOTAL  HARDNESS  -  7*4  degrees  (grains  per  gallon) 


INFERENCE 


The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this  sample 
indicate  a  soft  water  containing  little  organic  matter 
and  few  bacteria. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  safe  for  drinking 
purposes. 

( signe d)  S ,  Ore enbur gh , 

PUBLIC  ANALYST, 


According  to  the  Rate  Book  2,081  dwelling  houses 
are  supplied  from  the  public  mains. 

The  extensions  to  the  existing  mains  to  supply  the 
rural  areas  started  during  the  year.  The  progress  has 
been  slow  due  to  shortage  of  materials  and  labour  but  it 
is  hoped  that  quicker  progress  will  be  made  during  1950* 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


No  extensions  have  been  carried  out  to  the  Council's 
Foul  Sewer  or  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

The  effluent  from  the  works  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 
A  report  of  the  Public  Analyst  reads  as  follows 


Physical  Characters  ...  Noticeable  deposit , 

faintly  turbid,  earthly 
odour  on  heating. 

Re  aC  tiOn  o.ooar*o,oooooooo  pH  ~J  *  2 


The  sample  contained 


parts  per  100,000. 


9  0 


04#0004004049009009449040900 


004000090000 


Suspended  Solids 
Chlorine 

Ammonia  (Free  and  Saline) 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid)  . • . » . , . . . . . . . . . . . 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  brs  at  37°G  . . . . 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  minutes  . . . . 

Dissolved  Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  days 
at  65°P  (b.o.d.) 

Nitrates  (expressed  as  Nitrogen) 
Nitrites 


0444004900004000 


0  0  0  4 

0904049  90409409900090  4490990 


Poisonous  Metals 
Tar  Compounds  . . . 


o 


0»  80 
10’ 43 

Oa  0808 
0-0828 
0*7099 
0.2772 

0*46 

2*75 

heavy  trace 

absent 

absent 


Sulphuretted  Hydrogen 
Thiocycnates  ........ 

Thiosulphates  . „ . , . . . 


940040000990900 

0094004090400090 

9009990049090900 


absent 
absent 
faint  trace 


MICROSCOPICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  DEPOSIT 


Mineral  matter,  organic  debris,  protozoa  and  nematodes. 


INFERENCE, 

The  figures  obtained  for  Susioended  Solids  and  for 
Dissolved  Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  days  are  well  within  the 
limits  recommended  by  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage 
Disposal  (i.e.,  3  parts  and  2  parts  respectively  per 
100,000)  ,  whilst  nitrification  appears*  to  be  satisfactory, 

I  am  of  opinion  that  this  effluent  is  fit  for 
discharge  into  the  river. 


( signe d)  S ,  Gr e  enbur gh . 


PUBLIC  ANALYST. 


HOUSING- o 


Number  of  Houses  erected  during  1949 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  -  40 

(2)  By  Private  Enterprise  -  4 


In  company  with  the  Country  at  large  we  still 
have  a  housing  problem ,  an  issue  which  is  probably 
the  most  serious  as  well  as  the  most  acute  of  the 
postwar  difficulties. 

Cases  of  overcrowding  still  exist  here  but  are 
of  less  magnitude  than  those  which  have  existed  in 
the  large  industrial  areas  for  decades. 

There  is  a  dearth  of  houses,  and  it  would  be 
increased  if  the  old  properties  which  have  been  or 
ought  to  be  condemned  were  vacated. 

What  to  do  with  these  houses  sadly  unfit  for 
habitation  is  a  dilemma.  Some  are  absolutely 
beyond  repair,  and  necessary  repairs  to  many  others 
are  so  extensive  as  to  make  the  expense  economically 
prohibitive. 

Even  when  improvements  are  urgently  needed 
as  for  instance  a  leaky  thatched  roof,  a  provision 
of  a  W.C.  connected  with  the  sewer,  the  owner 
loathe  to  incur  expense  on  a  diminishing  asset 
finds  a  ready  excuse  in  the  difficulty  encountered 
in  getting  repairs  done  owing  to  shortage  and  high 
cost  of  labour  and  materials. 

The  proposed  housing  schemes  should  do  much 
to  alleviate  the  worries  of  the  Housing  and  Public 
Health  Committees. 


DEFECTS  AND  NUISANCES  REMEDIED  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Number 

of 

Number 

of 

Number 

of 

Number 

of 

Number 

of 

Number 

of 

Number 

of 

Number 

of 

Number 

of 

abate  nuisances 


o 


provide  proper t  Sanitary  Accommodation  at 
Cafe' s  3  restaurants 


0  6  0  0  0  0  900  OOOOOOQOOOOOO 


090  9  099000090090009900000 


Ao 


OOOJOOOOOOOOOOQOO 


o 


0  0  0  0  0  0  9 


provide  dustbins 

informal  Notices  served  dur: 
remedy  defective  drainage 

Informal  Notices  served  dm 
provide  proper  closet  accommodation 

informal  Notices  served  ( 
remedy  housing  defects 

informal  Notices  served  during  the 
carry  out  repairs  &c.  to  closets 

informal  Notices  served  during  the  year  to 

abate  nuisances  caused  by  keeping  animals  . 


oooooooooooooooooooo 


9000000009 


1 

21 

4 


33 

9 

3 


empty  pail  closets*  privy  vaults*  cesspools,  7 


NUMBER  OP  STATUTORY  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING-  THE  YEAR, 


(1)  Under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act*  1 93 6 

(Housing  Repairs)  . .  0  1 

(2)  Under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act*  193& 

(Housing  Repairs)  0 . «  1 

(3)  Under  Section  39  of  the  Public  Health  Aot* 

1 936  (Drainage)  .  e . » .  • . , , . , „ .  • ,  3 

(4)  Under  Section  45  of  the  Public  Health  Act* 

1936  (Closet  Repairs)  .  00coo.o  1 

(5)  Under  Section  3 0  of  the  Public  Health  Act* 

1936  (Cesspool  Emptying)  ,0900  1 

(6)  Under  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act* 

1  935  (Dustbins)  , .  „ . .  0 » . ,  . , „  . .  3 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 


The  collection  and  disposal  of  household  refuse 
is  carried  out  by  the  Council  employees  with  the 
Council's  own  motor  vehicle. 

Refuse  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  and  it 
is  estimated  that  the  life  of  the  refuse  tip  will  be 
sufficient  until  the  end  of  1 950 .  Negotiations  have 

been  commenced  for  the  purchase  of  land  in  New  Road, 
Whittlesey. 


CESSPOOL,  PRIVY  VAULT  AND  PaIL  CLOSET  EMPTYING-. 

This  is  done  by  a  private  contractor.  The  work 
has  been  carried  out  satisfactorily. 


COMMON  LODGING-  HOUSES. 


There  are  three  registered  in  the  district  and 
regular  inspections  by  the  Police  and  Sanitary  Inspector 
are  made.  One  became  infested  with  fleas.  Advice  was 
given  to  the  new  Landlord  on  methods  of  disinfestation 
and  after  several  treatments  the  property  was  cleared. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


Because  of  the  housing  shortage  the  number  increases, 
many  of  them  have  only  a  semblance  of  mobility. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  two  licenced 
sites  and  seven  licences  granted  to  erect  or  station  and 
use  such  dwellings.  They  are  controlled  particularly 
with  regard  to  sanitary  conditions. 


BAKEHOUSES . 


There  are  five  in  the  district  and  routine  inspections 
have  shown  them  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
Unsatisfactory  conditions  were  found  in  only  one  case 
and  after  verbal  notice  they  were  remedied. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  Public  Conveniences  were  regularly  inspected 
during  the  year.  Satisfactory  conditions  were  found 
on  most  occassions.  The  now  windows  wer e  fitted, 
however,  even  whilst  the  work  of  fitting  them  was  in 
progress,  several  panes  were  broken.  Wire  mesh  guards 
will  be  fitted  both  inside  and  out. 


FACTORIES  ACT  3  1937  and  I948a 


Inspections  made  (under  the  Factories  Act)  for  1949® 


Premises, 

No ,  on 
Register, 

Inspections, 

Written 

Notices, 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

Factories  in 
which  sections 

1 >2,3  >4  and  6 
are  to  be 
enforced  by 
Local 
Authority, 

24 

53 

Nil 

Nil 

Factories  in 
which  Section 

7  is  enforced. 

50 

61 

1 

Nil 

Other 

premises. 

6 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  : 

80 

118 

1 

Nil 

Ceases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found. 

Number 
of  cases  in 
which 

prosections 

were 

instituted. 

Particulars, 

Found, 

Remedied. 

Ref 

to  H.M, 
Inspector. 

erred 

by  H.M. 
Inspector, 

Want  of 
cleanliness. 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Closets 

unsuitable 

or 

defective. 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Total  : 

2 

2 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 


ICE  CREAM 


Fourteen  premises  are  registered,  under  Section  14 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  In  all  oases  the  ice  cream 
sold  is  made  outside  the  district. 

Samples  were  taken  during  the  year  with  the 
following  results 


Test, 


Grade .  Quantity. 


Methylene  Blue  Reduction.  1 

2 

3 

4 


4 

8 

4 

8 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 


The  new  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  came  into  force 
in  the  district  on  1st  October,  1949* 

On  the  Register  we  have 

2  Distributors. 

2  Dairies. 

1  Distributor  holding  a  Supplementary  Licence  to 
sell  Sterilised  Milk. 

1  Distributor  holding  a  Dealers  Licence  to  sell 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk, 

1  Distributor  holding  a  Supplementary  Licence  to 
sell  Pasteurized  Milk. 

1  Distributor  holding  a  Supplementary  Licence  to 
sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 


Samples  of  Graded  Milk  were  taken  by  the  County 
Inspector  with  the  following  results 

21  Samples  passed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

5  Samples  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

14  Samples  passed  the  Coliform  Test. 

1  Sample  failed  to  pass  the  Coliform  Test. 


POOD  INSPECTION. 


In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  make  any 
seizure  of  diseased  or  unsound  food  but  the  following  was 
examined  found  unfit  for  human  consumption,  surrendered 
and  disposed  of 

4  Tins  Cheese  -  Damaged  and  Mouldy. 

26  lbs.  Cheese  -  Mouldy, 

1 6  lbs.  Cheese  -  Maggoty, 

8  Tins  Ideal  Milk  -  Rusty  Tins. 

32  Tins  Milk  -  Blown,  commencing  putrefaction. 

83  Tins  Milk  -  Putrefaction, 

9  Tins  Tomatoes  -  Putrefaction. 

4  Tins  Peaches  -  Commencing  putrefaction, 

3  Tins  Pears  -  Commencing  putrefaction. 

7  Jars  Pears  in  Syrup  -  Commencing  putrefaction, 

112  Packets  Golden  Crest  Pastry  Mixture  -  Mouldy  and  Infested. 
1  lb.  Jar  Guava  Jelly  -  Broken. 

1  Tin  Salmon  -  Putrefaction. 

2  Tins  Veal  Loaf  -  Putrefaction. 

1  Tin  Stewed  Steak  -  Putrefaction. 

1  Tin  Meat  -  Unfit,  putrefaction. 

1  Tin  Danish  .Pork  -  Commencing  putrefaction. 

1  Tin  Rabbit  -  Commencing  putrefaction. 

2  Tins  Herrings  -  Commencing  putrefaction. 


SLAUGHTERING  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION. 


The  slaughtering  for  the  town  is  carried  out  at 
Peterborough.  Meat  is  inspected  in  the  Shops  in  the 
district  by  Mr .J.H. Poles. 


